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gkneral conference. 



SCNDVY MORNING. 

This annual ami most interesting meeting was held on the Uth of April, in 
the Hall of Science, Manchester. The day being favourable, a very large as- 
sembly congregated from the neighbouring branches, who, together with the nume- 
rous delegates from different parts of the country, filled the commodious hall, and 
presented a very pleasing appearance. 

The meeting being called to order at half-past ten o'clock by elder Milton Holmes, 
it was carried unanimously that elder Wilford Woodruff preside, and that elder 
William Walker, and elder J, B. Meynell act as clerks of the conference, 

The sixteenth hymn being sung, elder Woodruff offered up prayer, when the first 
hymn was sung, after which the number of officers present was called for, when it 
appeared, of the presidency, elder W. Woodruff, one uf the Quorum of the Twelve, 
Counsellors Reuben Hedlock and Thomas Ward — High Priests, eight — of the 
Quorum of the Seventies, five — Elders, seventy-seven — Priests, sixty- *ix — Teachers, 
thirty-seven — Deacons, seven. 

Elder Woodruff having made some remarks to the delegates as t<i the order of 
representation, the delegates were called upon to make their respective statements* 



Manchester Conference — Represented by 
elder Milton Holmes, including 24 branches, 
viz., Ma n chester, Stockport, Ash ton, Duk- 
en field, Newton Moor, Mnttram, Bolton, 
Tottington, Leith, Haslingden, Breightmct 
Fold, Bury, Oldham, Rochdale, Eccles, Pen- 
dlebury, Heatons, Ratcliff, Cross Moor, 
Didabury, Edge worth Moor, Middleton, 
Crompton Fold, and Whitefield, containing 
1723 members, 2 high priests, 55 elders, 
99 priests, 61 teachers, 25 deacon* ; bap- 
tized since last general conference, 279. 

Liverpool Conference — Represented by el- 
der J. A. Stratton, including 13 branches, 
viz., Liverpool, Douglas, Peel (Isle of Man), 
St. Helens, Newton, Warrington, Tranmere, 
Ewloe, Kennerton, Chester, Overton, Woo- 
ton, Pool Quay, containing G7S members, 
3 high priests, 31 elders, 39 priests, 21 
teachers, 10 deacons; baptized since Last 
general conference, 120* 

Preston Conference — Represented by el- 
der Leonard Hardy, including 10 branches, 
viz., Preston, Lancaster, Kendal, Brig steer, 
Holme, Heskin, Hunter's Hill, lluxton, 
Ley land, South port, and Longton, includ- 
ing 505 members, 10 elders, 21 priests, 15 
teachers, 4 deacons ; baptized since last ge- 
neral conference, 21. < 

London Conference — Represented by elder 
E. H. Davis, including 5 branches, viz., Lon- 
don, Newbury, Woolwich, Luton, and Ports- 
mouth, containing 328 members, 12 elders, 



Northwich, Plumbley, Crewe, and Little 
Budworth, containing 204 members, 1 high 
priest, 9 elders, 19 priests, 12 teachers, 4 
deacons; baptized since last general con- 
ference, 13, 

Birmingham Conference — Represented by 
elder Robert Crook, including 14 branches, 
viz., Birmingham, Gritsgreen, (HOhury, 
West Bronuvich, Walsall, Dudley, Brittle 
Lane, Bilston, Kidderminster. Bloxwieli, 
Kockshill, Rewbury Hill, Wolverhampton, 
and Shattcrford, containing G68 members, 
1 high priest, 35 elders, 54 priests, 31 
teachers, 15 deacons; baptized since last 
general conference, 140. 

Derbyshire Conference — Represented by 
elder Robert Crook, including 5 branches, 
viz,, Wooden Box, Dunstall, Branston, Cur- 
ton, Coiesville ; baptized since last general 
conference, 112. 

Staffordshire Conference — Represented by 
elder Geo. Simpson, including 15 branches, 
viz., Burslem, II an ley, Stoke-upon-Trent, 
Newcastle, Baddeley Edge, Bradley Green, 
Knutton Heath, Longton, Coxbank, Prees, 
Tunstall, Leek, Longport, Hassjill dieeti, 
Allsagar's Bank, and Whitchurch. 

Edinburgh Conference — Represented by 
elder John Banks, including 1 1 branches, 
viz., Edinburgh, East Wemyss, Stirling, 
Pathhead, Falkirk, Hunter's Fold, Croft 
Head, Ternent, Dundee, Biggar ; baptized 
since last quarterly conference, 12. 

Glasgow Conference — Represented by el- 



17 priests, 8 teachers, and 9 deacons; bap- 
tized since last general conference, 55. \. der James Houston, including l<> branches, 
Macclesfield Conference — Represented by Xyiz., Glasgow, Airdrie, Lanark, Paisley, 
cider James Galley, including 7 branches, Johnston, Bridge of Weir, Kilbirnie, Irvine, 
viz,, Macclesfield, Bollington, Middlewieh, Kilmarnock, (ireenock, Balfrone, Bnnhill, 
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Campsie, Thornlov Bank, Toller oss, Ren- 
frew ; baptized since last general confe- 
rence, 236. * 

Sheffield Conference — Represented by 
elder J.Ure, including 7 t ranches, viz., Shef- 
field, Mattersea, Grindley, Woodhouse, Don- 
caster, Donnington, Chesterfield; baptised 
since last general conference, 109. 
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ford, Idle, and Leeds, containing 1S1 mem- 
bers, 7 elders, 11 priests, 5 teachers, 5 
deacons ; baptized since last general confe- 
rence, 47, 

Worcestershire Conference — Represented 
by elder Thomas Smith, including Earla- 
common, Bromsgrove, Pcrscll Green, Wor- 
cester, Penvin, Fly ford Flavel, Barford, St, 
John's, Milton, Royal Leamington Spa, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Coventry, containing 
270 members, 12 elders, 20 priests, 8 
teachers, 5 deacons ; baptized since last ge- 
neral conference, 1 ( K~>. 

Ctitheroe Conference — Represented by 
elder William Speak man, including 11 
branches, viz., Clitheroe, Waddington, Chat- 
bum, Duwnham,. Settle, Burnley, Accring- 
ton, Goodshaw Fold, Blackburn, Chaighley, 
Ribchester, containing 302 members, 15 
elders, 18 priests, 18 teachers, 6 deacons ; 
baptized since last general conference, 27, 

Leicestershire Conference — Represented 
by elder Thomas Market ts, including 3 
branches, viz,, Leicester, Nottingham, Bla- 
bey, containing 140 members, 0 elders, 10 
priests, 2 teachers, 3 deacons; baptized 
since last g 
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John Allen, including 5 branches, viz., Car- 
lisle, Brampton, Alston Moor, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, Sunderlanl. containing 160 
members, (number of officers not reported.) 

Lilttemoor Branch — Represented by elder 
Thomas Smith, of Bath, including lUmem- 
bcrs, 1 elder, 1 teacher, 1 deacon ; bap- 
tized since last general conference G. 

Merthyr Tydrille Conference — Repre- 
sented bv elder William llcnshaw, in- 
eluding 12 branches, containing 3\G mem- 
bers, 7 elders, 1U priests, 7 teachers, 4 
deacons ; baptized since last general confer- 
ence, Ivo. 

Mars Hill Conference — Represented by 
elder G. P. Wangh, including '2 A branches, 
viz,, Mars Hill, Old Storridgc, Coles Green, 
Wooferhood, Brinxty Common, Bromyards 
P.'uu, Whitbourne, Clifton, Ridgeway 
Cross, Polehouse, Key's End Street, Led- 
bury, Frnomshill, Darlow and Stanley Hill, 
Stocks Lane, Shucknell Hills, Lugwardine, 
Hereford, Leominster, Ludlow, Stoke, St, 
Melbro*, Bellsgates, Combs Moor, Prcsteignj 
baptized since since last general conference, 
36. i ; . ^ * 

Hull Conference — Represented bv elder 
William Walker, including 6 branches, con- 
taining 74 members, T» elders, 5 priests, 6 
teachers, 2 deacons ; baptized since last 
general conference, 30. 

Wapload — Represented by elder George 
Eyre, including 17 members, 1 priest ; bap- 
tized since last general conference, J 7. 

Ireland — Represented by letter, contains 
33 members, 3 elders, 2 priests, 1 teacher ; 
baptized 1. 
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Cheltenham Conference — Represented by 
elder John Johnson, including 9 branches, 
viz,, Cheltenham, Apperley, Narton, Frogs- 
marsh, Brangreen, Funcill, Little Dean 
Woodside, Edgehill, Sydney ; baptized since 
last general conference, 64. 

Bath Conference — Represented by elder 
Thomas Smith, including 2 branches, viz., 
Bath and Downhead, containing 108 mem- 
bers, 3 elders, 8 priests, 1 teacher, 1 dea- 
con ; baptized since last general conference, 

Bedfordshire {Conference — Represented by 
elder Robert Martin, including 12 branches, 
viz,, Bedford, Thorncote, Gravely, W bad- 
don, Evershott, Walden, North Crawley, 
Stock, Wy boston, Honeydon, Ircliester, 
Wellingborough ; baptized since last gene- 
ral conference, 30* 

Carlisle Conference — Represented by elder 

The meeting being closed by singing and prayer, adjourned until the afternoon* 

AFTERNOON SERVICE. 

Meeting opened by singing the 142nd hymn, after which elder Ward engaged 
in prayer. The sacrament was then administered by elder J. D* Koss. 

Elder Ward made a few remarks upon the necessity of attending upon the ordi- 
nance of the Lord's supper. 



►resented by el- 
der Richard Blakey, including 5 branches, 
viz,, Gar way, Oriop, Buckhold, Ewiasha- 
rold, Keevcrn, containing 136 members, 3 
elders, 10 priests, 4 teachers, 1 deacon ; 
baptized, 4. 

Chalford Hill Conference — Represented 
by elder E. H. Webb, including 8 brain lies, 
viz., Chalford, A veiling, Tetbury, King's- 
hood, Cam, Chapel Allertoii, Canterbury, 
containing 154 members, 5 elders, 10 pr 
<> teachers, 3 deacons; baptized since 
general conference, 88. 

Bristol — Represented by letter, contains 
90 members, 3 elders, 6 priests, 3 teachers, 
1 deacon ; baptised since last general con- 
ference, to. 

JVoirbridge and vicinity, containing 9 
members, 1 elder ; baptized since last ge- 
neral conference, 9. 
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Elder Hcdlock then spoke on the purpose of a general conference, and the ne- 
cessity of unity of feeling and action, and of order in the conferences, remarking 
that branches raised up since last conference cannot form themselves into confe- 
rences without the decision of a general conference, and persons seeking to render 
themselves independent of those who were appointed by the last general conference, 
are out of order, and violating the laws of -t .lie kingdom of God. He remarked that 
the presiding elders of branches should be associated with the officers of those bran- 
ches in doing all things in righteousness for rolling onward the kingdom of God ; 
and also, that the presidents of conferences should be united with the presiding 
officers of branches in the same great cause. Thus should alt be united in the 
great purpose in which they were engaged, viz., the salvation of the human family 
The occasional offences that arise from individuals whose minds are too contracted 
to grasp the sublimity of the subject of salvation, we should learn to endure, and 
exercise forgiveness rather than raise an obstacle against the progress of the work. 
He exhorted the audience to exert themselves to live as saints to day, and if such 
was their continued purpose, they would not err very far from the path of rectitude* 

The president then called for the delegates to represent the condition and stand- 
ing of the conferences. 

Elder Milton Holmes stated the Manchester conference to be in a very good con- 
dition ; the prospects, indeed, were very cheering, perhaps more so t han at any other 
period, and every thing seemed to foretell the reaping of a rich harvest. He ex- 
horted the saints to listen to the counsel given, and bore a strong testimony to the 
truth of the work. 

Elder Leonard Hardy stated that he had not long been connected with the Pres- 
ton conference, but the prospects to the best of his knowledge were much improved. 
The officers in council were united, and there was a probability of some being bap- 
tized. He also bore testimony to the truth, and prayed for the success of the 
work. 

Elder Elisha H. Davis rose to state the condition of the London conference, 
which he said was very satisfactory at the present time. They had witnessed the 
gradual increase of the church, and of very respectable people of the congregations 
that were seeking after the truth. The officers were but few, but they were doing 
good, and though the Saints themselves were generally speaking but poor, yet they 
were determined to press forward and be united in the work of the Lord. The 
spirit of the gathering was very powerful among them, many had already left for 
Zion, and many more were very anxious to go. The meetings were well attended, 
and some were baptized weekly, He requested an interest in the prayers of the 
Saints, that he might be endued with wisdom and prudence ; the enemies were on 
the alert to detect, if possible, any thing that might be thought a false step, and 
without the prayers and faith of the Saints, he felt quite incompetent for the task 

devolving upon him. 

Elder Galley stated that the Macclesfield conference, from the past year's expe- 
rience, was much improved, and never had the Spirit of God given stronger testi- 
mony of the truth than these last three months. The officers were united in 
desiring the glory of God. He further stated that the conference was extensive as 
regarded the distances of places, and that his circumstances in business did not 
allow him to pay that attention to it which it required, that other labourers were 
much wanted, and he requested that some travelling elder or high priest might be 
sent amongst them. 

Elder Robert Crook rose to report the condition of the Birmingham conference, 
and we rejoiced much to see our aged brother manifesting almost the agility of 
youth. He stated that he rejoiced much to see the Saints by whom he was sur- 
rounded, and he rejoiced also at the condition in which he had left his conference, 
their councils were in peace — unity and love prevailed amongst them. He also 
rejoiced much in the late visit of elder J. B. Meynell, and thanked God for his 
visit, and he was very sorry that he was leaving England, for he knew they were 
of one heart and of one mind. He exhorted his brethren to be loyal subjects of the 
realm, stating that he prayed for her majesty the Queen three times a day, until 
the magistrates themselves declared him to be a most loyal subject. He also stated 
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that the Derbyshire conference was in a good condition at present, but much in 
need of some active labourer. 

Elder George Simpson stated that there was not that union in the Staffordshire 
conference which was neoacary for the well-being of the church, he hoped they 
would take his conference into consideration, and that measures might be taken for 
their assistance* 

Elder John Hanks stated that he had not had much time to become acquainted 
with the Edinburgh conference, having only been there about three weeks, Edin- 
burgh was a splendid city, the seat of much wisdom and learning, and it would 
require much wisdom and prudence to be exercised; but considering all circum- 
stances, he trusted that the coming year would yield them a rich harvest. 

Elder Richard Blakey stated that the Oar way conference had many difficulties 
to contend with, but still it was in a better condition than he had known it before* 
He should wish to call the attention to this conference as he was at present under 
the necessity of retiring from his labours in the vineyard, in order to assist an aged 
father, whose growing infirmities called for his help. 

Elder James Houston stated that the branches in the Glasgow conference were 
in a very prosperous condition, full of union and love in their counsels ; Lanerk, 
where he had Keen labouring, numbered 64 in about six months ; he was sorry that 
he was not better aide to represent the whole conference, as its general condition 
was most satisfactory and encouraging. 

Elder James Ure briefly stated that the Sheffield conference was in a very cheer- 
ing condition. 

Elder K. F. Sheets remarked that the Bradford conference at his first visit rather 
alarmed him, but he thought he could now state that it was in very good order, 
and he knew not of a dissenting voice in the whole of the three branches of Bradford, 
Idle, and Leeds ; more labourers were wanted, and he anticipated much good 
would he the result. 

Elder Thomas Smith said in reference to the Worcestershire Conference, that in 
its present condition, love and union were prevailing through the whole, with the 
exception of one case of difficulty, which would come before the meeting. Brother 
Meviull had been visiting them and tiny had an excellent time. The conference 

spread over an extensive country, and it was their intention to labour indefati^ably 
in the coming season. 

The meeting then adjourned until evening. 

EVENING SERVICE. 

The service opened by singing. Prayer by Elder ITedloek, when the representa- 
tion of the condition of the conferences was resumed. 

Elder Stratton stated that generally speaking the branches were in a prosperous 
condition, that four new branches had been organized these last few months. The 
Isle of man branches were in a much better state, united, and the prospects were 
good. 

Elder Speakman stated that the C lit heroe conference was in good standing, peace 
and unity, and every good grace was to be found amongst them, none could be 
more inclined to adhere to counsel. They were a people that were full of humility 
which had caused him much to rejoice ; they were also ever ready to assist in rolling 
forward the kingdom of Uod, and they only need to be told their duty in order 
to do it. 

Elder John Johnson said ho had not been in the habit of speaking before so large 
and respectable a congregation, but rather in the regions of darkness, and amongst 
the blacks of the coalpit. He was, however, glad to say that though Cheltenham 
had, as it were, been torn up by the roots by persons who had never been sent there, 
yet he rejoiced to say that now the people were willing to listen to counsel, and the 
spiritof love and union was in their midst, indeed their condition was better than it 
bad been for three years, and there was a great work to do. 

Elder Robert Martin said that the members in the Bedfordshire conference, 
with very few exceptions, were Saints indeed, many of them were of long standing 
A good foundation had been laid, and the difficulties that had for a considerable time 
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troubled the churches were removed, and the principles are now much inquired after, 
and he felt assured that with wisdom and prudence much might be done, especially 
if more labourers were employed. 

Elder Thomas Margetts stated that the Leicestershire conference was not in so 
good a condition as he could wish to see it- The experience of the last six months 
had been very trying, but after all profitable. When an aspiring spirit arises, it is 
calculated to do much mischief; it had been so there, but the results he had no 
doubt would be beneficial; but notwithstanding all things, the prospects were still 
better than ever, and their congregations were crowded to excess, lie earnestly 
requested a visit from some of the presidency as early as possible. 

Elder Thomas Smith stated that the Bath conference was in good standing, 
union and love prevailed in their midst, the gifts and blessings of the Spirit of CSrod 
were abundant, the councils were conducted in peace and love, and the prospects 
were very encouraging. 

Eider William Walker remarked in reference to Hull, that when he was sent 
there, he could not in his address say brethren and sisters, for there was but one 
sister there. He continued his labours by preaching at the dock side to hundreds 
of people, hut apparently in vain. He was at times almost in despair, hut never- 
theless he received encouragement from the word oi' (Jod, and continued his labours. 
He remarked also that the books of the church had been a great instrumentality in 
propagating the work in that neighbourhood. The prospects were now encourag- 
ing, and the minds of the people were in some measure turned to the contemplation 
of the principles of truth. 

Elder Dan Jones, from Wales, rose, under an attack of the fever and ague, 
and remarked that he believed it was the intention of the evil one to prevent him 
speaking that evening, but he was determined to hear his testimony in spite of 
every opposing power. He said that he came not in the character of a delegate : 
he represented no conference ; for if he had but baptized one, he should be able 
to represent three, But he would speak of a nation renowned in history, one of 
the most ancient nations of the earth, who had never been subdued, and to whom 
he hoped to be instrumental in bearing the tidings of the work of <Jod, in the last 
days* He enlarged on the characteristics of his people in a manner, and with 
an - eloquence, that told how ardently he loved his native tribe and his father- 
land. He remarked that, for many years, as a mariner, he had been in search of 
the principles of truth — he had sought it in almost every clime— among the red 
men of the woods, or the civilized denizens of the city, but ho had found it not 
until he came in contact with the followers of the prophet of the Lord, the noto- 
rious Joseph Smith 5 but of that despised individual he would hear his testimony, 
and though he might feel more at home among a tribe of Indians, or on the deck 
of a ship, than upon that platform and before such an audience, yet he would not 
flinch from bearing a faithful testimony to the character of the servant of the 
Lord, He had been with him in the domestic circle, he had been .with hi ml in 
peril and in prison, and only left him about an hour before the murderous deed of 
his assassination was perpetrated; ami he had now come in obedience to the coun- 
sel of the martyred prophet, as a messenger to his native land, to bear testimony of 
the work for which his brother had died, and which he had sealed with his blood. 
[We would hen; remark that we are utterly incapable of doing anytime: IiU jus- 
tice to the address of Captain Jones, for though delivered while struggling with 
disease, such was its effect upon ourselves, and we also believe upon others, that 
we ceased to write, in order to give way to the effect produced upon our feelings,] 

Elder William Uenshaw stated that Merthyr Tydvill conference was in a pros- 
perous condition. Two years ago he first went there and met with much opposition } 
but some became obedient to the gospel, and the signs followed the believers ; gifts, 
blessings, and visions were in their midst, and the saints were rejoicing in the ful- 
ness of t he gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Elder Wilford Woodruff then rose to represent his conference, to which he had 
pledged himself at an early part of the day. He said that he represented about 
twenty-eight states of the American Union, above one hundred thousand saints, a 
quorum of twelve apostles, the various [uorums in the stakes of Zion, fifteen 
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quorums of tho seventies, a conference with two temples of the Lord, one long 
ago completed, and one fast hastening to its completion. After enumerating 
i u Mil v other tilings, which, from the rapidity of his utterance, we failed to note, 
lie remarked that the condition of the churches in America was more encouraging 
than at any former period in the history of the church. — The Saints were more 
universalis of one heart and one mind, and the Spirit of Elijah's God was in their 
midst. He then addressed himself to the elders and officers by whom he was sur- 
rounded, exhorting them in all cases to abide by the laws of the land, and, that 
no man, by keeping the laws of the kingdom of God, need violate the laws of the 
reahn : that no one who infringed upon those laws in any manner would bf •at- 
tained by the authorities of the church. We had nothing to do with the laws but 
to keep them, lie further remarked that elders, generally, raised up churches 
like unto themselves, and therefore it behoved them to be an example to their flocks 
in all things that were holy and righteous. The kingdom of God was a kingdom 
of order, and a spirit of order ought to characterise every brunch of the church. 
He rejoic ed much in assembling with them that day, and in meeting such a vast 
concourse of brethren and sisters as greeted his eyes that day : he rejoiced also to 
find things throughout the land in so good a condition as they were* He further 
exhorted the Saints not to be discouraged by their trials, but to contemplate the 
course of the Saviour, from the manger to the cross; he sought not for peace 
and popularity, but for the salvation of men. It was no ngn, because men were 
poor that they could not be useful and successful in propagating the principles of 
truth; let us* hut remember from whence our power comes, and forget not, what 
elder Ward often endeavours to teach us, that union is strengh, that the grand 
seeret of our success lies in being of one heart and of one mind ; but, that on the 
contrary, division stops all blessings, and closes the heavens against us. Yes, he 
would say, the heavens were full of blessings for the Saints, but union and peace 
amongst us could alone call them down upon us. He would, therefore, call upon 
them, for God's sake, to be united in all things pertaining to the rolling onward of 
the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. — The meeting was then closed 
with singing and prayer, and adjourned until the next morning, to assemble in the 
large room in Bridge-street, at ten o'clock, 

MONDAY MORNING. ( 

The meeting being opened by singing ami prayer, elder Woodruff proceeded to 
speak on the great, principles that should actuate the servants of the Lord, exhort- 
ing them to lay aside all principles of selfishness, and act according to counsel. To 
labour for the good of all, acting as one man before the Lord, in order to do the 
best for the welfare of the kingdom of God* 

Mhlcr lledlock spoke on tho condition of the church in Nauvoo, how they had 
Buffered from time to time from unrighteous men getting into their society, who 
had lost sight of the great principles of the kingdom of God, — and who sought 
only to aggrandise themselves at the expense of the entire community* Individuals 
had been amongst them at an early period, who had made extensive purchases of 
land, which had been enhanced in value by the gathering of the Saints, and thus 
they had taken an advantage of the people by disposing of their purchases at an 
exorbitant rate of profit. They had also had to suffer from various repeated law 
suits that had impoverished their resources, that otherwise might have been em- 
ployed in providing labour for the poor. He had looked at their situation, and lie 
felt anxious for the adoption of some plan that might mutually benefit all. lie was 
desirous of preventing the spirit of monopoly from entering into their midst, and 
while he now contemplated as it were the energies of the people being thrown away 
amongst their enemies, he wished to adopt such means as should preserve amongst 
themselves the combined industry of the Saints for the good of all. He then stated 
his views of the objects to be accomplished, and the benefit arising from th pro- 
posed scheme of a joint stock company, that should unite the efforts of the >. uni- 
on both sides the water for the good of all. He stated that the shareholders would 
be benefitted by the adoption of such a plan, inasmuch as the capital so employed, 
by judicii»u> management, would in a few years double its capital, lie further 



remarked that there must he a channel of communication between the Saints on 
both sides the Atlantic for the mutual benefit of all. He further remarked that 
there were a variety of means by which those ends might be accomplished, by pro- 
curing freight for ships, by procuring provisions for emigration from our brethren 
in the West, which, placed in bond in this country, would be a great advantage in 
the supply of sea stores to those that emigrated. He wanted also agents in all 
parts of the country to assist in the business of emigration, by posting our bills 
when we had ships in hand, and by procuring passengers, which would afford a 
fair remuneration for labour on business-like principles. All that we wanted was 
men of business to enter into this work, which must ultimately work for the good 
of all. 

Elder Ward then remarked that the great point before the meeting was, whether 
the scheme announced in the last Millennial Star to the conferences was to be 
adopted or not. 

It was then unanimously voted that such a plan or association as that proposed 
should be adopted. 

It was then unanimously voted that brothers Wilson, Caruthers, M'cEwan, 
Brown, (J lark, Milnes, Mason, Banks, Johnson, and Flint, resolve themselves into 
a committee to draw up resolutions, to be examined and discussed by the conference, 
and that they retire into the adjoining room for that, purpose. 

The brethren of the committee having retired, elder Woodruff called the a Urn- 
tion of the conference to the various business lying before them in relation to the 
churches. 

Elder Woodruff first called for those brethren who were so situated as to give 
themselves up to the ministry, when there arose elders J. D. Koss, James Ure, 
Gland Roger, E* H. Webb, James Houston, Itobert Crook, George Slater, Thos. 
Margetts, E. H. Davis, John Allen, J. A, Stratton, E. F. Sheets, W illiam Walker, 
C. Miller, Milton Holmes, Leonard Hardy, George Eyre, William Hpeakman, 
Thomas Day, Henry Cuerden, G, P. Waugh, Dan Jones, William Henshaw, Win. 
Allen, Thomas Smith, (of Worcester), Thomas Smith, (of Bath), Phillip West- 
wood, Charles Plu lps, Hiram Clark, John Banks, John Johnson, The three last 
named were added, though the brethren had retired on commit tee. 

The ease then arose, before alluded to, in reference to the Worcestershire confer- 
ence, which led to a variety of excellent teaching in reference to elders or others 
interfering in the settlement of difficulties where they were not sent. The adjust- 
ment of difficulties and the right of sitting in judgment belonging in an especial 
manner to the high priesthood, unless elders received a special commission for that 
purpose. 

It was then carried that the church in Coventry continue under the control of the 
Worcestershire conference. 

The meeting being closed by prayer, adjourned until two p.m. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE, 

This service being opened as usual, elder Ward rose to make some remarks on 
the responsibility of all connected with the kingdom of God. As individual mem- 
bers of the church we were by no means exempt from this, inasmuch as it was every 
man and woman's duty to warn their neighbour. And as we received any portion 
of the authority of the holy priesthood, that responsibility increased, and he would 
assure the meeting that the presidency in this land justly estimated the import- 
ance of the position they occupied, and were well aware that they were answerable 
to God for whatever measures they adopted in connexion with their superintendence 
of this portion of his vineyard ; and as they had no individual or party feelings, the 
Saints might rest assured that all measures which they might seek to carry, would 
be with a single eye to the glory of God, 

Elder Iledlock then followed on the same principles. 

The condition of the Macclesfield conference was then laid before the meeting, 
when it was carried unanimously that elder William Walker (late of Hull) go la- 
bour there, under the presidency of elder James Galley. 

Elder Robert Crook having stated the necessity of some young active labourer 



being sent into the Derbyshire conference, it was carried that elder Oeorge Slater, 
late of Nauvoo, take the presidency there, recommending him to avail himself, as 
need might be, of the council of elder Crook. 

Staffordshire conference being next considered, it was carried that elder Hiram 
Clark take the presidency for the time being. 

Garway conference wanting a president, by the retirement of elder Richard 
Blakey, elder William Allen was unanimously voted to take the presidency thereof. 

The condition of the Mars Hill conference being brought forward, it was carried 
that elder E, F* Sheets (late of Bradford), preside over the same. 

It was then carried by the meeting that elder Olaud Roger preside over the 
Bradford conference, in the room of Brother Sheets. 

It was next unanimously voted that elder John Allen take the presidency over 
the Carlisle conference. 

It was also voted, that elder Robot Martin preside over the Bedfordshire con- 
ference, where he has been lately labouring. 

It was then unanimously carried, that Hull bo organized into a conference, and 
that elder Henry Cuerden preside over the same. 

It was then, with considerable good humour, unanimously voted that elder Pan 
Jones, form, and preside over Wrexham conference, consisting at present only of 
himself and w ife. Some present wished to make elder Jones a present of some 
branches in the neighbourhood to begin with, but the feeling of the meeting was 
that he should build upon no other foundation than that which he had already got. 
Elder Jones made some interesting remarks on his position, and of his anxiety to 
preach the gospel to his countrymen in their native tongue, requesting an interest 
in the faith and prayers of the Saints for his success, — when elder Ward arose, and 
called upon the meeting, if they felt disposed to uphold brother Jones in his position, 
to signify it by a hearty Amen ! which was most heartily responded to. | 

It was then voted that elder O. P. Waugh labour under the direction of elder 
John Banks, in the Edinburgh conference. 

It was then voted that the branches of Louth, Taleby, and Wapload, be annexed 
to the Hull conference, under the presidency of elder Henry Cuerden. 

Voted also that Paul Harrison be ordained an elder, and go to labour in Ireland. 

Voted that Doncaster be appended to the Sheffield conference. 

Voted that Newhall branch be annexed to the Sheffield conference. 

Voted that Kidderminster be annexed to the Worcestershire conference. 

It was then unanimously carried that elder James Houston's appointment to la- 
bour in Lanark receive the sanction of the conference. 

The meeting which continued to a late hour, without interruption, then ad- 
journed unto Tuesday morning. 

• TUESDAY. 

The meeting being opened by singing and prayer. 

Elder Webb was then called upon by the president to state the conditions of the 
branches in his field of labour, viz,, Chalford Hill, Avening, Tetbury, Kings wood, 
Cam, and Niniphsfield. 

It was then carried unanimously, that the before-mentioned branches be organ- 
ized into a conference, and that elder E. It. Webb preside over the same. 

It was then voted that Hath be organized into a conference, to be called the 
Somersetshire conference* 

It was then voted that elder George Knbins go to labour in the Hull conference, 
under the presidency of elder Henry Cuerden. 

Elder John Johnson, president of the Cheltenham conference, being absent on 
the committee, elder Fhelps was called upon to lay the circumstances of the con- 
ference before the meeting, in relation to a lawsuit now pending. It appeared 
that the Saints had been subject to interruption in their meetings of the most outra- 
geous and disgraceful character, notwithstanding they met in a place regularly 
certified ; that being obliged to have recourse to law in their own defence, they had 
been, and expected to be still more, involved in expenses, which without assistance 
they were not able to meet. Elder Woodruff remarked, that circumstances like 
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those in the Cheltenham conference might be the lot of any other, and that it be- 
hoved us to sympathise with our brethren and render them what assistance w« 
could. 

It was then unanimously resolved, that the presidents of conferences lay the case 
before the churches, and that the Saints be exhorted to render what assistance 
they can, forwarding the srune to Liverpool as early as possible, to be remitted to 

elder John ^m. t * 

Elder Ward made some remarks on conformity to the laws of the land, exhort- 
ing the brethren never to resort to physical force when oppressed by tin sir enemies, 
inasmuch as there was abundant protection in the laws, when justly adnumMrivd, 
He requested the brethren, that when they had acted according tn principle 
of righteousness, and the laws of the land, in all things, and yet could not get 
oroteetion or redress from the magistrates, that they would send him the addresses 
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The Committee of the Joint Stock Company then making their entrance, it wai 
carried unanimously that tho articles which had been drawn up by the Committed 
be read before the meeting, consecutively, and afterwards item by item, to be dis- 
cussed by the conference. " 

After the reading of the articles, 

Elder Ward rose, in the first place, to move a vote of thanks to the brethren of 
the committee for their very arduous labour, in the production of tho articles 
which had now been read, ami which had occupied the committee some sixteen 
hours. This vote was most heartily and unanimously carried 



Elder Thomas Wilson, president of the committee, then returned thanks, 
Elder Hedlock rose to express his gratification at the result of the committee, so 
far, and as he had been the first to suggest the plan, he felt much to rejoice at the 

prospect of its ultimate success. fa 

It was then voted that Brother Brown read the articles one by one for the consi- 
deration of the conference. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE. 

The service being opened as usual, the following articles were for the time being 
agreed upon. We shall not here present the remarks made upon each as it passed, 
but merely quote each article as it was dee'n led upon. u> . 

1 . That this Joint Stock Company be called " The Mutual Benefit Association. 

2 That it shall have for its objects the establishing "1" tlu.se branches of manu- 
facture in America, which will be most beneficial, and return to the stockholders 
the greatest amount of profit, requiring at the same time the least amount of capital 

in rivi-tini? and carrying on its operations. 

3 That this association shall bring over food and provisions from America, that 
the members may have abundance of those things both cheap and good, at a price 
considerably beneath that at which such provisions are usually supplied, that thus a 
savin* far exceeding the weekly payment for one share shall be effected. 

4 That its capital shall consist of not less than thirty thousand pounds, divided 
into sixty thousand shares often shillings each : that a deposit of one shilling per 
share shall be paid within two months from the dale hereof, or within one month 
from the date of the application for shares at any future period ; the remainder to 
he paid in equal parts weekly or monthly, during the following eighteen months. 

6. That each shareholder, shall have one vote, and one only, in all matters con- 
nected with the business of the Mutual Benefit Association. m 

6 That a committee of fifteen directors shall be chosen to manage the attain Of 
this association ; that everv male shareholder, aged twenty-five years, shall be eligi- 
ble to become a director. " That this committee have full power to manage the 
affairs of this society. That they be appointed for twelve months ; that lour retire 
annually by ballot, and other four be chosen in the same manner to fill up tin- 
vacancy. ;•■ n < 
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7. That each district. sh:dl have a committee of management consisting of a 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and four members, who shall have the power to 
organize every branch in a similar manner by the general voice of the said district. 

8. That the annual meeting shall be the time for transacting the business of this 
association, viz... on or after the lith of April in each year, and that the expenses of 
each delegate he paid out of the general fund. 

9. That the collections of shares shall bo made weekly or monthly as may be 
convenient for each district, and that these instalments shall be paid to the trea- 
surer thereof, he giving a printed receipt to each member : that these check-books 
shall he sent to the general committee on or before each annual meetin.tr, and that 
a minute-book be properly kept and signed by the officers of every said district, 
which shall be returned at the same time, and that for the sake of uniformity, these 
books he provided by the directors out of the funds. 

10. That the cash paid by members, on account of their shares, shall be re- 
mitted by the treasurer of each district to the treasurer of the Committee of Direc- 
tors, on the first Wednesday of every month, in Post-office orders or Bank of 
England seven days' post-bills, according to the amount. 

11. That the treasurer of each district sec that he receive a printed receipt for 
each monthly payment, signed by the three chief directors or managers at Liver- 
pool, viz: the president and the two trustees or cash -keepers hereinafter mentioned. 

12. That the said cash orders shall be paid and remitted in the names of these 
three chief officers, whose names must be endorsed by them on the same, before 
they can be cashed* 

13. That all the monies belonging to this society shall be kept in some bank, cho- 
sen by the directors in Liverpool, in the name of the said three principal directors 
or trustees for this association, whose united signatures shall be attached to every 
document for deposits, or drafts, or receipts; and that the petty cash be kept in a 
safe, hi the said company's office, under two keys, one kept by each of the said 
trustees hereinafter named, 

I4 P That every member shall have the liberty of selling his or her share to other 
members; that any shareholder may increase his or her share at any time by pay- 
ing the amount paid \\]K and any bonus that may have" been declared or added 
on the same ; and that should the amount of shares demanded exceed sixty 
thousand, at the next annual conference sixty thousand more may be granted. 

15, That all machinery requisite for factories, and other implements shall be 
procured among the members if possible, and that payment for these shall be taken 
in shares where practicable, and that the wants of the shareholders shall first be 
supplied out of any stores belonging to the society, at a small remunerating profit, 
others buying, to pay the market price. 

Hi, That no money shall be returned to the shareholders, until the end of five 
years, and if at the annual meeting, then to be held, a majority of the members or 
their delegates shall see proper, and resolve that the business of this association can 
bo carried on solely with the accumulated profit, then they mnj order that the 
amount of shares paid up, shall be repaid to the stockholders, or if otherwise that 
the business shall be carried on for other five years, with the original capital and 
profit thereon, paying a dividend to the shareholders, at the rate of not less than 
ten per cent, per annum. 

J7. That this association be legally constituted, viz.. by Deed of Partnership, 
Knrohm nt in rhaneery, or Act of Parliament in Great Britain, and by Congress 
Act or Registration in America, as the committee of directors shall see proper. 

18. That the directors shall be empowered to find offices, clerks, &c,, at the ex- 
pense of the association, 

19, That five per cent,, and no more, on all business done be reserved to cover 
these and other office expenses. 

20 , That two directors, viz., Thomas Ward, President, and Thomas Wilson, 
Secretary, sue and be sued in their own names on behalf of this association, and be 
supported and indemnified therein from the funds of the same. 

21. That the business of this association be allowed to have commenced on the 
7th of April, 1845. 
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22. That the sale and transfer of shares be recognized by the directors, who shall 
determine the form thereof 

23. That if any shareholders neglect to pay their monthly instalments duo, one 
penny per month of fine shall be imposed, and if they neglect to pay the in- 
stalments for six months, the amount paid shall be forfeited, and added to tin- 
stock, but that they be warned in writing, at least fourteen days before 
the expiration of the said six months, under the hand of the secretary of the 
district. 

24. That the names, places of abode, and number of shares of each proprietor 
be entered in the shareholders* register. 

^ 25, That these shares be considered personal property, and as such may be de - 
vised and disposed of. 

26. That two-thirds of the fifteen directors may remit forfeitures, and have a 
discretionary power to act in all matters not herein provided for, as tin v shall deem 
best for the welfare of the association ; distinctly recording these and all their other 
acts in minutes to be laid before the annual meeting of proprietors or delegates. 

27. That the directors books be balanced every six months, and a balance sheet 
containing all the particulars of business be at the said annual meeting submitted, 
audited, and passed if approved of by the shareholders or their delegates, an ab- 
stract of which may be published if ordered at the said annual meeting. 

28. That the directors appoint their own chairman and deputy chairman from 
time to time as need may be, and upon the disease of any director, they vote ano- 
ther into his place until the next annual meeting, 

29. That the directors if necessary may appoint committees, delegates, and 
agents, to assist in promoting the welfare of the association. 

30. That these directors may purchase and sell shares, and be the general 
brokers of this society, and in any or all cases of dispute, be empowered to refer 
matters to arbitration, one arbiter being appointed by each aggrieved party, and 
the two so named to appoint a third, before entering on the reference,— their 
award in writing to be final, 

31. That letters of attorney, and other legal documents not herein named, be 
executed in the names of the directors aforesaid, appointed to sue and be sued in 
all legal matters connected herewith. 

32. That directors may resign, and others be appointed, as in case of death 
aforesaid. 

33. That two-thirds of the directors have power to remove any directors for 
conduct prejudicial to this company, their places being supplied within ten days 
as aforesaid, until the general annual meeting of shareholder! or delegates. 

34. That notices of general meetings be sent through the post fourteen days be- 
fore these be held ; that the weekly and monthly meetings be convened, as the com- 
mittee and directors shall see fit. 

35. That the obligations of shareholders on transfer or forfeiture of their shares 
shall cease, and that the person in whose name tin y shall be registered be consi- 
dered the real owner; all transfers to be duly registered, and the husband of any 
female proprietor must become a proprietor hy sale or transfer as aforesaid, and 
by the approbation of two thirds of the directors or committee, and that all matters 
of dispute in districts which cannot be settled there, be submitted in writing, 
signed by the three principal members of these committees to the directors, whose 
decision shall be binding on the said district until the next annual meeting, where 
all matters may be regulated and set in order. 

36. That all securities or investments be in the name of the president and the 
two trustees hereinafter named, subject to the control of the majority of directors, 
and the voice of the delegates at their general or annual meeting. 

37. That the company may be dissolved or business stopped and disposed of, on 
the fourth of the paid up capital being lost, by the vote of two-thirds of the direc- 
tors and a majority of the shareholders or delegates present at and voting in two 
successive meetings. 

38. That the language of these articles be understood in the plain and common 
acceptation of the terms thereof, and that if any doubt or dispute arise as to the 
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meaning 1 of any sentence, article or rule, the same be explained and decided by two 
thirds of the directors and delegates ; and that these articles may be altered and 
amended at the annual meetings of the shareholders, by the voice and votes of two 
thirds of the whole of the said shareholders or delegates. 

39, That the freight of goods from Liverpool, sold to any of the shareholders in 
Britain, be paid out of the general fund* 

40. That bond or bonds he given by the cash-keepers as security for stock, 

41 That the said two key-holders, trustees, or cash-keepers give approved bond, 
jointly or severally, for three hundred pounds ; and that this be increased annually, 
according to the increase of stock, and as the stockholders or their delegates may 
require. 

42. That the following fifteen shareholders act as directors of this association, 
viz., Heuben Hedlock, Thomas Ward, Thomas Dunlop Brown, Peter Mc. Cue, 
Matthew Caruthers, Thomas Wilson, Hiram Clark, James Flint, Dan Jones, 
Henry Mc. Ewan, Henry Crump, John Pruee, Isaac Broekbank, Robert Wiley, 
and John James. 

43. That seven nf these form the ordinary directors resident in Liverpool, who 
shall bo empowered to act with a trading capital of three hundred pounds of the 
stock, as they shall sec best for the welfare of the association, but tnat no invest- 
ment beyond this, at any time, shall be made without the consent and vote of 
two-thirds of all the directors, either in writing or by vote given in person. 

44. That these seven form the quorum of ordinary directors, viz , Heuben 
Iledloek, Thomas Ward, Thomas Dunlop Brown, Thomas Wilson, Isaac Brock* 
bank Robert Wiley, and John James. 

4o. Tint Thomas Ward act as president and corresponding secretary of the 
said directors* That Thomas Wilson act as secretary and book-keeper of this as- 
sociation. That Heuben lledlock and Thomas Dunlop Brown act as trustees and 
cash-keepers for the same, the said trustees giving bond as aforesaid. 



It w r as then voted by the conference, that the delegates of districts, on their re 
turn to their respective places, be authorized by this association to organize a com- 
mittee of seven, including a president, secretary, and treasurer, and also in such 
neighbouring districts as may require it. 

Klder Ward then ruse to asc ertain the feeling of tin* conference in reference to 
a matter of \vhi eh they bad had notice, viz., the publication of the Millennial 
Star, when it was unanimously voted that, after the close of the present volume, 
it he published twice per month. 

The following votes were also agreed to, that elder E. II. Davis be ordained to 
the quorum of the seventies, that E, F, Sheets be also ordained to the quorum of 
the seventies. jf A A t r i v 

That brother Thomas Dunlop Brown be ordained an elder. That elder J. B, 
Meynell receive a letter of commendation from the presidency in Liverpool, on bis 
return to America, testifying of his very successful and diligent labours while in 
this country. 

Elder Reuben Hedlock, on Tuesday evening, made a statement with regard to 
the a flairs connected with the emigration, particularly in respect to financial means, 
a debit and credit account of which will either be printed, or sent in w riting to 
each president of conferences* 

It was then motioned that this conference pass a vote of confidence in elder Reu- 
ben Hedlock, which was heartily responded to, and unanimously carried* 

It was also voted that this conference sanction the appointment hv the authori- 
ties in Nauvoo, of elder Wilford Woodruff to the presidency of the churches in 
Great Britain, and also pledges itself to uphold him therein b'v faith and praver. 

was also voted that the conference recognise and uphold (Oder Heuben Hed- 
lock as his first counsellor, - * » 

It was also voted that the conference recognise and uplmld elder Thomas Ward 
as his second counsellor. 

O 
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A vote of thanks was also most cheerfully given to elder Thomas Dunlop Brown 
for his unwearying and active services at the conference. 

It was also voted that elder Goodfellow labour under elder Robert Crook, in 
West Bromvvich and its adjacent branches* 

The conference then closed by eldur Ward returning thanks, atone o'clock, p ; m. 
April 9. One of equal importance, perhaps, never having been held in the British 
Wes, and which, by the faithfulness of the Saints, may yet bear fruit that may be 
beneficial to the people of God unto the latest generations* 1 Ed. 

* The numbers as we find from further examination, as far as they have been 

represented, are as follows : 9,635 members, 10 high priests, 390 elders, 616 priestf, 
311 teachers, 164 deacons ; baptized since last general conference, 1,910. 



IMPORTANT FROM THE SOUTH SFA ISLANDS. 

Tahiti* August 15, 1844. 

Dear Brother Young, — An opportunity having presented itself of sending letters 
to America, and believing also, you would like to know how the work prospers in 
this distant land, we thought we would address a few lines to you, giving account 
of our prosperity and also a brief sketch of the political state of affairs here. To 
do this it is necessary to go back to the time we first made the Island of Tooboui, 
which is a small Island about 300 miles south ; of the circumstances of our making 
that island was one unexpected ; one which the captain tried to avoid, but unsuc- 
cessfully, his object being to recruit the shin ; however, before arriving at Tahiti he 
thought he would send a boat on shore, and learn if it afforded anything he wanted ; 
this gave us an opportunity of going on shore, which we gladly embraced after 
being shut up on board our ship for almost seven months. We found the natives 
verv friendly, and very religiously disposed, although there were no white missionaries 
on the Island, neither had been for a great length of time. Soon as they learned 
that we were missionaries, they were very anxious to have one or more of us stay 
with them* There were a number of very respectable American mechanics here on 
the island, who were very anxious for one of us to stay, there being an effect ual door 
open for us. It was thought best for one to do so, and the lot fell upon brother 
Pratt, by Ins own choice. After a short stay, we bid him adieu and sailed for 
Tahiti, where we arrived on the 4th of May. Circumstances certainly looked very 
unfavourable when we arrived, but we could do no better than stay, as there was no 
other way open for us. The circumstances we will briefly state as follows : — The 
French, as no doubt you arc already aware, had already taken possession of these 
islands, dispossessing Queen Pomare, and establishing their own government here, 
which indeed has been a most fortunate thing for us ; for had the native govern^ 
ment been in fail force when we arrived, most likely the missionaries who hitherto have 
been mighty in this kingdom, would have so influenced the natives against us as to 
prevent us from landing ; but, thank the Lord, their greatness has had a downfall, 
and a mighty one too in this land. There had been one battle fought when we 
arrived, and the natives were still under arms, threatening daily to come down upon 
the French, and annihilate them. Under these circumstances it was that we 
obtained permission from the French Government to land as missionaries. There 
being no convenient glare in the town for us to stop at, we moved into a missionary 
station about four miles below it. This was rather grievous to the pastor of the 
flock, to think the wolves were coming so near without his being able to drive them 
away ; but such was the case. He shortly came to see us, and we had quite a chat 
together. He said he should not believe Mormon ism anyhow, though he should see 
two or three raised from the dead, hinting at the power of Godliness in the church ; we 
told him not to be alarmed, as probably he never would be troubled with the sight, while 
he was in his present mind at any rate. He thought very strange of our coming here 



